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Pettit is a typical representative of neo-republicanism, whose theory of civic 
ethics contains value, institution and citizen. "freedom as non-domination" is the 
supreme political value and ideal of citizens of the Republic. Citizens can build a 
trusting and cooperative relationship in the process of interactive communication and 
equal consultation. The government takes "contestatory democracy" as a platform for 
public debate and protects the rights and freedom of citizens. Essentially, Pettit’s 
thought of civic ethics is a set of citizen norms and political principles based on 
"freedom ", "equality" and "trust" which are abided by the whole citizens. Current 
researches focus on the presentation and interpretation of Pettit’s republicanism, but 
none of these researches examine Pettit’s theory from the perspective of civic ethics. 
Furthermore, scholars generally believe that the neo-Roman school of 
neo-republicanism is in a disadvantageous position compared with neo-Athenian 
school regarding civic ethics and civic virtue. However, through a systematic and 
in-depth analysis of Pettit’s theory of civic ethics, the dissertation could systematically 
sum up his republicanism and display their originality and practical significance.  
Starting from the background and foundation of Pettit’s theory of civic ethics, the 
dissertation insists that "freedom as no-domination", "new concept of citizen" and 
"regulatory theory" are the three pillars of Pettit’s Republicanism and the core ideas of 
the civic ethics. On this basis, the specific contents of Pettit’s thought of civic ethics 
are divided into three dimensions   including individual dimension, interaction 
dimension and community dimension. In individual dimension, citizens pursue 
personal good. In interaction dimension, citizens emphasize on common knowledge. 
In community dimension, citizens appeal for public good under contestatory 
democracy. These dimensions imply different norms of civic conduct and public 
interaction. After elaborating these contents in detail, the dissertation will briefly 
comment on his theory of civic ethics, believing that it has an advantage when 
compared with others, while lacks of innovation. Lastly, the enlightenment of Pettit’s 
theory of civic ethics on China is elaborated, especially on the civic ethics with 
Chinese characteristic. 
 
















目  录 
导论 .................................................................................................... 1 
（一）研究背景和意义 ........................................................................................ 1 
（二）国内外研究综述 ........................................................................................ 2 
（三）研究思路和方法 ........................................................................................ 8 
一、佩迪特公民伦理思想的背景渊源.............................................. 10 
（一）佩迪特共和思想的现实背景和理论资源 .............................................. 10 
（二）公民伦理的概念与内涵 .......................................................................... 13 
（三）共和主义：以天下为公为硬核的公民伦理理论 .................................. 15 
二、佩迪特公民伦理思想的理论基础.............................................. 18 
（一）无支配自由与最高价值 .......................................................................... 18 
（二）新共和主义的公民理念 .......................................................................... 23 
（三）人性观与规制理论 .................................................................................. 25 
三、佩迪特公民伦理思想的具体内容.............................................. 30 
（一）个体维度：以无言的信任与永久的警惕为前提的个人善 .................. 30 
（二）交往维度：互动过程中的复数自由与共同意识 .................................. 34 
（三）群体维度：以共同善与公共善为目标的论辩式民主共同体 .............. 37 
四、佩迪特公民伦理思想的评价和启示 .......................................... 43 
（一）佩迪特公民伦理思想的简要评价 .......................................................... 43 
（二）佩迪特公民伦理思想对中国的启示 ...................................................... 48 
参考文献........................................................................................... 52 



















Introduction ....................................................................................... 1 
ⅰ.Research Background and Significance......................................................... 1 
ⅱ.Literature Review ............................................................................................ 2 
ⅲ.Research Logic and Methods  .......................................................................... 8 
Ⅰ. The Background and Origin of Pettit’s Theory of Civic Ethics .. 10 
ⅰ.Realistic and Theoretical Background of Pettit’s Republicanism .......... 10 
ⅱ.Concept and Connotation of Citizen Ethics ................................................ 13 
ⅲ.Republicanism: “The World is For All Citizens ”as Theoretical Core . 15 
Ⅱ.The Theoretical Foundation of Pettit’s Theory of Civic Ethics ... 18 
ⅰ.Liberty as Non-domination and the Supreme Political Value.................... 18 
ⅱ.The New Concept of Republicanism on Citizenship................................... 23 
ⅲ. View of Humanity and Regulatory Theory................................................. 25 
Ⅲ.The Concrete Contents of Pettit’s Theory of Civic Ethics ........... 30 
ⅰ.Individual Dimension: Wordless Trust and Perpetual Vigilance are the 
Bases of Personal Good ...................................................................................... 30 
ⅱ.Interaction Dimension: Freedom of Intersubjective and Common 
Knowledge in the Process of Interaction........................................................... 34 
ⅲ.Community Dimension: Communitarian Good and Common Good as A 
Goal of the Contestatory Democratic Community .......................................... 37 
Ⅳ.Evaluation and Inspiration of Pettit’s Theory of Civic Ethics ..... 43 
ⅰ.Brief Evaluation of Pettit’s Theory of Civic Ethics .................................. 43 
ⅱ.Inspiration of Pettit’s Theory of Civic Ethics in China ........................... 48 
Reference .......................................................................................... 52 




















































                                                                 
①










































                                                                 
① 前工业社会、工业社会和后工业社会这些名词是以生产和使用的各种知识为中轴的概念顺序。以中轴为
基础，我们可以突出相同点和不同点。参见[美]丹尼尔·贝尔.后工业社会的来临：对社会预测的一项探索
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